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3 7 When ane is what he may nae be: 
Then Edinburgh may nae mair be, 


"HT | 
» ®* FT \HESE wretched doggrels have long 
» 6 been diſregarded. Every body 
80 looked upon them as a paltry imi- 


4 =ration of Rhymer's prophecies, and not as 
tue genuine production of that venerable 
„ | i 
For my on part, I certainly conſidered 8 * Mi 
them as ſpurious; and ſhould always have | | 
done ſo, had not ſome late occurrences ob- 
+ * * Hged me to view them in a different light. 
But I no ſooner heard of the proceedings 
at the charity-workhouſe, on the 3d of 
this month, than theſe uncouth words ruſh- 
ed into my mind with uncommon force; 


- When ilk ane is what he may be, N 
Then Edinburgh map nae mair be. 4 
3 Is it poſſible, thought I, that a real pre- 3 
| diction can be wrapped up in ſuch deſpi- 1 
cable tuff! and have I lived to behold the 
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laughed at my former alarm; and I laughed 
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( 2 1 
accompliſhment of that prediction! That a 
man is what he map be, was the very prin- 
ciple upon which ſome learned judges, law- 
yers, and writers, claimed their votes as mer- 
chants in the laſt election of managers for the 
poor's houſe. Theirargument was ſhortly this. 

Every guild- brother may be a merchant: 

We are guild- brethren, and may be mer- 
chants: | 1 TH? 

Ergo, We are merchant-guild-brethren. 
I frankly acknowledge, that, though 1 
am-not ſuperſtitious, yet the odd kind of 
reſemblance between this modern ſylogiſm 
and the antiquated jargon I have quoted, 
gave me greater uneaſineſs than ] am able 
to expreſs. I trembled for the dear place of 


my nativity ; and was juſt at the point of 


giving it up for Toft,” when, looking more 
narrowly into the prediction, I happily diſ- 


covered, that the fate of the good town 


was ſuſpended upon another cotemporary 


event, ſo abſurd in appearance, that no- 


to exiſt, via. 


ben ane is what he may nae be, 

I then began to moraliſe . thoſe fan- 
taſtic fears, which trifles, light as air, may 
ſometimes raiſe in the human breaſt. I 


thing reſembling it could ever be ſuppoſed 
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over again, when I recollected, that the 

cure of it was juſt as great a trifle as its 

cauſe. —— I had given way to deſponding 

fears, only becauſe ſome learned gentlemen 

had ſaid a thing in their ſober ſenſes, which 
bore a ſtriking reſemblance to what a. deli- 

rious rhapſodiſt had, in the paroxyſm of his 

frenzy. perhaps, ſaid before. them. And 

what was my relief? Neither more nor leſs 

than this, That the ſame rhapſodiſt had con- 
nected this fooliſh conceit with another, 

which exceeded it ſo far in contradiction 

and nonſenſe, that it appeared utterly im- 

poſſible to find any thing fimilar to it. 

In this gay ſtate of mind, I thought I 

might venture with ſafety to viſit the darkeſt 

regions of ſuperſtition. I therefore deter- 


: mined to give my imagination full play, and , { 3 
| was even hardy enough to with, that I 13 
might meet with ſomething in my ramble | 


to put both my reaſon and fortitude to the | 
But alas ! I ſoon found cauſe to repent of 


my raſhneſs: for while my fancy was ro- 
ving about, in queſt of ſome ideal perſon, 
of whom it might be ſaid, in the loweſt 
ſenſe of the words, — That he is what he 
may nae be, a real perſon, of no mean fi- 
| gure, came ſuddenly acroſs my mind, whom, 

| En A 2 ſtrange 
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ſtrange as it ma 2323 the deſcription ſuit- 
ed with the moſt critical exactneſs. 

This was no other than the Venerable Gen- 
tleman who now holds the firſt place in the 
community. 


It is certain, that, by the laws of the 


land, no commiſſioner of cuſtoms or exciſe 
can be a merchant. 

It is equally certain, that, by the ſet or 
conſtitution of this city, no man may be a 
magiſtrate who is not a merchant. | 

Yet ſo it is, that a commiſſioner of ex- 
ciſe is at preſent the chief magiſtrate of this 
city ; that is, one who cannot be a mer- 
chant, holds an office which none but a 
Wen bet ought to hold; or, in other 
words, Ane is what he may nae be ; — 
and that too at the ſame ill-boding period of 
time, which, by a ſurpriſing accident, hath 
brought forth the other fatal part of the 

prediction: TAhen ilk ane is what he 
map be. Upon this unexpected diſcov 

all my former fears returned with ten- fo d 
violence: Alas! faid I, is there no reme- 
dy? muſt Edinburgh be no more? when, 
. my laſt deſpairing look of the awful 
prophecy, my eye fixed, upon one word 
which appeared to have a milder aſpect 
than at firſt J had * It was the 


word 
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word map in the third line: it is not ſaid 
abſolutely that Edinburgh ſball be no more, 
but only that Edinburgh may be no more; 
which, if J miſtake not, leaves room to 
hope, that though Edinburgb ſhall indeed 
be in the utmoſt danger, yet, after all, the 

total ruin of it may ſtill be prevented. 
Others may reject this criticiſm if they 
pleaſe; for my own part, I am determined 
to keep faſt hold of it as long as I can; for 
how ſhall I give up with the dear place of my 
birth? Thatit is in danger, I ſee as clearly 
as any man: for the two predicted events 
are not barely ominous ; they have, in their 
own nature, a direct and obvious tendency 
to hurt this community in its moſt important 
zntereſts. — What protection can reaſona- 
bly be expected from one Who is what he 
ought not to be? who contributes nothing 
to the ſupport of the community, feels 
none of its burdens, and moreover depends 
upon the favour of a prime miniſter, or his 
depute, for the enticing ſum of L. 500 a- 
year? And if the maxim broached at the 
charity-workhouſe ſhall be fully eſtabliſhed, 
and purſued through all its conſequences, 
the complete ruin of this ancient metropolis 
can be at no great diſtance; for then the 
doors of the council-chamber will be as pa- 
tent to judges, lawyers, and writers, as hi- 
| therto 
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therto they have been to merchants and 
tradeſmen: the government will be tranſ- 
ferred from thoſe who pay public taxes to 
thoſe who pay none; and inſtead of a real 
merchant, the Honourable may-be merchant 
Dy FF —=, Eſq; or — 7 
writer to the ſignet, may next year be ſeated 
in the Provoſt's chair. This proſpect is tru- 
ly alarming; nor dare I deny that our dan- 
ger is great: All I humbly contend for is, 
that our caſe is not yet ſo deſperate, but that 
a proper exertion of ſpirit may prevent our 
ruin. 592 * | (169 -: 

At the ſame time I ſhall candidly own, 
that even after the favourable view I got of 
the above prediction, my deſponding fits 
have returned again and again. I am in- 
deed pretty eaſy through the day, but my 
_ dreams are terrible; particularly, on laſt Fr:- 
night, or rather on Saturday morning, 
for the clock had ſtruck twelve before 1 fell 
aſleep, I had a moſt diſtreſſing one. The 
ſcene of it was a large Gothic chamber, with 
a long table in the middle, whereon was 
ſtretched an aged matron, ſurrounded by a- 
bove twenty men, in red and black gowns, 
who treated her with ſuch indecent cruelty 
as I do not chuſe to relate. The truth is, I 
fled from the ſight of it as faſt as I could, and 
ſtaid no longer even in the area beyond he 
2 | rail, 


rail, (for the chamber I remember was rail- 

ed in on one fide), than to hear the fol- 

lowing 1 ſong, to the tune of Ho- 
oft. 


fers G 


; ; T. 
* Liſten to my mournful ſtory, 
, Let the tear of pity fall; 
While I mourn my faded glory, 75 
And for ſpeedy ſuccour call. NES 
Bleſt with freedom, once I flouriſh'd, 
Diſtant nations heard my fame; 
Now inſlav'd by thoſe I nouriſh'd, 
PFcul reproach hath ſtain'd my name. 


| WON | © 1 
Why above my ſiſter cities | 
Was I rais'd to be the head? = 
Why. the chief reſort of princes, | 
And the ſeat of empire made? 
Al theſe gifts, which royal donors 
Meant for bleſſings, prove my bane : 
My high prerogatives and honours 
Are now become my galling chain. 


is III. 1 
How happy is the humble village, 

Where pride ſees no alluring bait; 
Where no revenues tempt to pillage, 

Nor poſts of honour ſtrife create: 
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142 
Where each, unenvy'd by his neighbour, 
Contented, whether rich or poor, 


By day, rejoiceth in his labour, | 
At night lies down and ſleeps ſecure. 


«IF. 
Ah me, how wretched ! no ſuch pleaſure 751 
Dwells within my circling walls: 
Liberty, life's deareſt treaſure, . 
Slaughter'd on my pavement falls ; 
Harafs'd.by imperious tyrants 
Dire alarms me ſtill affright; © 
My rights uſurp'd by faithleſs ſervants, 
Of reit 2 me day and — 


V. 
my children ! 
2 ee la bande; . 
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From eral parricides deliver 
ons — firſt you drew your weg. 
ſave mel now, or never, 
"Fins ſervitude, = worſe 215 death. 
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